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The National Allergy Research Centre in Gentofte Hospital, Denmark would like to draw the atten-
tion of the Commission to safety concerns regarding hair dyes and risk of allergy. 
 
In recent years yet more evidence has been published showing that: ./. 
 

 Allergic side-effects to hair dyes are reported by many consumers. 
 It is estimated that up to 1.3 million adults are sensitized to hair dyes in Germany.  
 An increasing incidence of allergic reactions to hair dye ingredients have been reported from 

several European countries. 
 Allergic reactions are also seen in children and youngsters. 
 Allergic reactions to hair dyes may be severe and require admission to hospital and intensive 

care. 
 Between 1.3 % and 7.2 % of healthy adults develop allergy to hair dye following hair dying 

for 6 months with products containing 3 % and 1 % PPD, respectively depending on fre-
quency of exposures. 

      PPD is permitted in 6% in the Cosmetic Directive. 
 Several hair dye ingredients are predicted strong/moderate sensitizers. 
 The products which cause allergic reactions in the consumer contain hair dye ingredients in 

permitted levels. 
 
Hair dyes may cause damage to health under intended conditions of use. 
A preventive strategy should be developed to ensure adequate protection of the consumer. Safety 
assessments of individual hair dye ingredients in cosmetics should take allergic effects into consid-
eration. 
 
Sincerely yours, 
 
 
 
Jeanne Duus Johansen  Heidi Søsted   Torkil Menné 
Director, MD, Ph.D.  Senior researcher, MSc  Professor, MD 
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